Artisanal Fisheries
in Angola

Introduction

The main livelihood of Angola’s coastal communities comes from artisanal fisheries.
The area from Lobito to the mouth of the Kunene River is by far the most productive of
Angola’s fishing zones, with an abundance of horse mackerel, sardines, tunas and a
range of demersal species. Angola’s northern fishing zone extends from Luanda to the
mouth of the Congo River, and the central fishing zone from between Luanda and
Lobito. The Institute for the Development of Artisanal Fisheries (IPA) was created in
1992 for the promotion and development of artisanal fisheries communities. This short

document is based on information gathered by IPA.

Coastal communities

As in

most

developing

countries, the

population living on the coast face difficult and

poor conditions.

There are 102 communities

along the 1 650 km of Angolan coast, their
numbers dwindling in the desert regions of the
extreme south. Benguela, Namibe and Luanda
are major artisanal fishing areas.

Coastal communities in Angola, according to IPA data
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Some figures

Artisanal fishers, numbering 23 — 25 000, typically use basic methods and gear. The
types of boats used include the piroga, a canoe made of wood or fibre, the chata, a
small-planked open boat also made of wood or fibre but more sophisticated and
sometimes equipped with outboard engine, and the catronga, a boat up to 10 m with an
inboard engine. The boats often lack motors and any mechanised equipment for fishing
or navigation.

According to IPA survey data, total Catches in the coastal provinces of Angola (kg)
artisanal catches in 2002 were 120 000 _ _
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Fishing activities

In addition to gillnetting and angling, fishers practise inadequate and often destructive
methods such as the beach netting method known as banda banda, and the use of
poisonous roots or plants and explosives. Beach netting methods are deployed in 47 of
the 102 coastal communities, according to IPA data. Fishing activities are typically low
capital based and labour intensive.

Net manufacturing and repair, boats maintenance and the fishing are duties of the men,
whereas all activities relating to fish landing, processing and selling are the
responsibilities of women. The fish is usually salted and dried, though in the north of
the country smoking methods are also used.

Fishing cooperatives have been established in a number of communities. The first
cooperative was created in 1978 in the Cacuaco municipality, Province of Luanda.
Communities, through local government, establish the cooperatives that are legal
entities and serve as a conduit for government support. The cooperatives have their own
statutes, which are officially approved and published by the Ministry of Justice.

Cooperatives represent not only a way for people to pool their strengths and resources,
but they constitute ideal management units for a section of the coast. There is no doubt
that the cooperatives are useful and appropriate structures to engage natural resource
management as well as launch coastal conservation initiatives.



